[Medical-legal aspects: the pediatrician as a defendant or as an expert].
Claims concerning management of term intrapartum fetal asphyxia account for nearly 45% of all claims filed against pediatricians practicing in the perinatal setting. We recall here briefly the legal and judiciary context under French law, calling upon ten years experience as a medical expert to describe the principal circumstances and clinical forms of acute intrapartum fetal distress which have lead to claims. A few precautionary and preventive measures which should be taken for the clinical forms of intrapartum fetal asphyxia which carry the greatest risk of claims are presented. Finally, practical elements which should be implemented are proposed if a claim is filled against a pediatrician.